Ficus

Scientific Classification

Kingdom: Plantae

Division: Magnoliophyta

Class: Magnoliopsida

Order: Rosales

Family: Moraceae

Genus: Ficus

Species: religiosa

Vernacular name: Peepal en.wikipedia.org
Plant profile:

Peepal is a large, fast growing deciduous tree. It has a heart shaped leaves. It is a medium size
tree and has a large crown with the wonderful wide spreading branches. It shed its leaves in
the month of March and April. The fruits of the Peepal are hidden with the figs. The figs are
ripen in the month of May. The figs which contain the flowers grow in pairs just below the
leaves and look like the berries. Its bark is light gray and peels in patches. Its fruit is purple in
colour. It is one of the longest living trees. Peepal tree is easily propagated through the seeds
or through the cuttings. It can grow in any type of soil. Young peepal needs proper

nourishment. It requires full sunlight and proper watering.

Uses:

This tree of life has also got the medicinal value. The juice of its leaves extracted by holding
them near the fire can be used as the ear drop. Its power bark has been used to heal the
wounds for years. The bark of the tree is useful in inflammations and glandular swelling of
the neck. Its root bark is useful for stomatitis, clean ulcers, and promotes granulations. Its
roots are also good for gout. The roots are even chewed to prevent gum diseases. Its fruit is
laxative which promotes digestion and checks vomiting. Its ripe fruits are good for the foul
taste, thirst and heart diseases. The powered fruit is taken for Asthma. Its seeds have proved

useful in urinary troubles. The leaves are used to treat constipation.
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