
 

Climate change projected to significantly increase harmful algal blooms in US 

freshwaters 
Harmful algal blooms known to pose risks to human and environmental health in large freshwa-

ter reservoirs and lakes are projected to increase because of climate change, according to a team 

of researchers led by a Tufts University scientist. The team developed a modeling framework 

that predicts that the largest increase in cyanobacterial harmful algal blooms (CyanoHABs) 

would occur in the Northeast region of the United States, but the biggest economic harm would 

be felt by recreation areas in the Southeast. The research, which is published in print today in the 

journal Environmental Science & Technology, is part of larger, ongoing efforts among scientists 

to quantify and monetize the degree to which climate change will impact.and damage various 

U.S. sectors."Some of the biggest CyanoHAB impacts will occur in more rural regions, such as 

those in the Southeast and Midwest -- areas that don't often come up in conversation about un-

avoidable effects of climate change," said Steven C. Chapra, Ph.D., lead author and Louis Ber-

ger Chair of Civil and Environmental Engineering in the School of Engineering at Tufts. "The 

impact of climate change goes way beyond warmer air temperatures, rising sea levels and melt-

ing glaciers."....Read more...                                                                                                                                                             

Date: 15 August 2017           

Source: https://www.sciencedaily.com/ 

 

Climate change may reduce rice output in Punjab 
While the global climate change is expected to reduce production of rice in Punjab and Haryana, 

at the same time it is likely to increase potato output in the two states. The changing climate is 

also expected to experience negative impact on milk production in the region, predicts the par-

liamentary standing committee on agriculture in its report tabled in the Lok Sabha on Thursday.  

The report says that the climate change would surge production of potato in Punjab, Haryana 

and western and central Uttar Pradesh by 3.46% to 7.11% by 2030, but in rest of India potato 

production may decline by 4% to 16%. The 31-member committee, headed by Bihar MP and 

former Union minister of state Hukumdev Narayan Yadav of BJP, also submitted that irrigated 

rice in north-west India comprising Haryana and Punjab is projected to reduce by 6% to 8% by 

2020. Whereas in other parts of the country the loss would be below 5%. ......Read more... 

Date: 15 August 2017 

Source: http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com 

 

Moss may prove cheap city pollution monitor, study finds  
Delicate mosses found on rocks and trees in cities around the world can be used to measure the 

impact of atmospheric change and could prove a low-cost way to monitor urban pollution, ac-

cording to Japanese scientists. Moss, a “bioindicator”, responds to pollution or drought-stress by 

changing shape, density or by disappearing, allowing scientists to calculate atmospheric altera-

tions, said Yoshitaka Oishi, associate professor at Fukui Prefectural University.Oishi said humid 

cities where moss thrives could benefit most from using bryophytes – a collective term for 

mosses, hornworts and liverworts – as bioindicators, adding moss could be monitored in its 

natural environment or cultivated for analysis. In a research paper published in the Landscape 

and Urban Planning journal, Oishi and a colleague described how they studied the effect of ni-

trogen pollution, air quality and drought-stress on moss found over a 1.9 sq mile (3 sq km) area 

in Hachioji City in north-west Tokyo....Read more... 

Date: 21 August 2017 

Source: https://www.theguardian.com/ 

 

How to offset Trump's climate science ignorance – plant 10bn trees 
A campaign to plant enough trees to offset Donald Trump’s climate policies is under way. Or-

ganisers hope to plant 10bn trees by 24 December 2017, with the last one being a Christmas tree 

planted in front of the White House.The organisers of Trump Forest are asking people to donate 

trees to make up for the 650m tonnes of CO2 that will be released into the atmosphere by 2025 

if the president’s plans to backtrack on US climate commitments go ahead.“Since Trump has 

taken office, we have seen him make attack after attack on initiatives designed to slow down 

manmade climate change. Trump has declared a war on a healthy climate for life on Earth so we 

are fighting back with an army of trees. The more trees that people put in the ground, and the 

quicker they do it, the faster we will offset Trump’s ignorance,” says glaciologist Daniel Price, a 

co-founder of the project.......Read more... 

Date: 27 August 2017 

Source: https://www.theguardian.com 
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